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the Illinois basketball team for fifth and 

sixth graders. Mike has worked at the 

Western  Avenue Community Center for 

two and a half years. Mike is also the 

Program Director at Western Avenue 

Community Center. Thanks for demon-

strating the true meaning of leadership! 

Keep up the good work, Mike. 

 Ashleigh Turley Ashleigh Turley Ashleigh Turley Ashleigh Turley is still employed at 

State Farm as a Customer Service Rep. 

Ashleigh is also expecting a baby  girl in 

mid February. Good luck and congratu-

lations' on your bundle of joy.  

Give it  for Bertram GivanBertram GivanBertram GivanBertram Givan,  Bertram 

completed his Business Essentials 

class last semester at Heartland Com-

munity  College and is now enrolled as 

a full time student. We support you all 

and acknowledge every effort you put 

forth to reshape your lives and your 

community. That’s Leading for real.   

Congratulations to; Alicia Le-Alicia Le-Alicia Le-Alicia Le-

nard, Ardelia Moore, Bertram nard, Ardelia Moore, Bertram nard, Ardelia Moore, Bertram nard, Ardelia Moore, Bertram 

Anthony Brown Givan, Calveda Anthony Brown Givan, Calveda Anthony Brown Givan, Calveda Anthony Brown Givan, Calveda 

Curtis, Jeanette AbdulCurtis, Jeanette AbdulCurtis, Jeanette AbdulCurtis, Jeanette Abdul–––– Saleem,  Saleem,  Saleem,  Saleem, 

Josh Kidd, Tajania Winfrey, Josh Kidd, Tajania Winfrey, Josh Kidd, Tajania Winfrey, Josh Kidd, Tajania Winfrey, 

Nicholas Darrough,  Mike Col-Nicholas Darrough,  Mike Col-Nicholas Darrough,  Mike Col-Nicholas Darrough,  Mike Col-

lier, Myia Sullivan, Paula Evans, lier, Myia Sullivan, Paula Evans, lier, Myia Sullivan, Paula Evans, lier, Myia Sullivan, Paula Evans, 

and to the other Alumni who 

are attending college this se-

mester. The staff here at 

Youthbuild support education. 

We acknowledge you all and we 

will continue to keep in touch 

with you while you pursue   

higher education. 

We give a big appreciation to 

Calveda CurtisCalveda CurtisCalveda CurtisCalveda Curtis. Calveda is as-

sisting YB staff  with transporta-

tion  for the students. Thanks a 

lot  we appreciate all your hard  

work.  

Mike Donnelly Mike Donnelly Mike Donnelly Mike Donnelly has established 

Y O U T H B U I L D  A L U M N I  L E A D I N G  4  R E A L  

Y O U T H B U I L D  S T U D E N T S   A I D  K A T R I N A  R E B U I L D I N G  E F F O R T  

 On February  4, 2006 eight 

Mclean  County students will 

leave to aid in the rebuilding of 

affordable housing in hurricane 

stricken Gulfport, Mississippi. 

Organizers announced the op-

portunity for YouthBuild stu-

dents to spend a week rebuild-

ing affordable housing in rav-

aged Gulfport Mississippi today 

as part of the YouthBuild month 

of service that honors Martin  

Luther King. Monday, students 

spent the morning building 

affordable housing locally  and 

is was announced that some of 

them would have the opportu-

nity to travel and spend an ad-

ditional week aiding hurricane 

victims. YouthBuild student, 

Charles Abbott states that “it 

won’t be easy spending nine 

days away from my two chil-

dren ,but hopefully one day they 

will realize  their Dad helped 

people that needed it in a big 

way.” The service trip is spon-

sored by Youthbuild Far West, 

located in Murphy, North Caro-

lina.  
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“ Education is the passport to 

the future for tomorrow belongs 

to the people who prepare for it 

today.” Malcolm X   



A man without 

knowledge of 

himself and 

heritage is like 

a tree without 

roots 

 Dick   Gregory 

Heartland Head Start is now 

accepting application for the 

2006-07 school  year. Head Start  

offers free preschool and family 

service for families who meet 

income guidelines with children 

3or 4 years of age by Sept 1. 

Families of children with special 

needs are encouraged to apply. 

Head Starts helps children and 

families grow socially, intellectu-

ally, emotionally and physically 

through nutrition, classroom and 

community education. Call 662-

4880 for enrollment or more 

information.  

Family “Fun” damentals are free 

parenting classes offered each 

Monday, from 6:00– 7:30 pm by 

Home Sweet Home in their Edu-

cation Center, 303 E. Oakland, 

Blm. Classes focus on children 

behavior/misbehavior and tech-

niques to manage behavior and 

improve parent/child relation-

ships. Child care provided upon 

request at no fee. To register, 

call 862-4686 

 

 

 

FREE tax preparation service for: families 

with incomes of $38,000 $38,000 $38,000 $38,000 or less; individu-

als $15,000 or less; Beginning Jan 28, 

these B-N sites will offer VITA assistance: 

Bloomington Housing Authority, 104 E. 

Wood, Blm. Mon, Tu & Th, 5:30-7:30pm 

and Sat, 10am-12pm. - Miller Park Pavilion, 

1020 S. Morris, Blm. Mon, 9am-1pm. - 

Normal Public Library, 206 W. College. 

Mon, 5:30-7:30pm. Taxpayers should bring 

all W-2's, 1099 I, Social Security Cards, ID, 

and any paperwork from public aid showing 

total amount of cash received, etc. Also, 

they should inquire about Earned Income 

Credit and Child Tax Credit which are tax 

benefits for people who work. 

a roundtable discussion about 

how we can assist you in  your 

goal to complete your higher 

education.   

There will be multiple 

$25 

door 

prize 

Please Join Us! 

February 21, 2006 at 5:00 p.m. 

at YouthBuild McLean County 

You are invited to come and 

enjoy  

FREE BAR-

BECUE  

DINNER 

We will have 

drawings.  

 

Please RSVP to 

Tasha at 827-7507 ext. 0 by 

February 17 

 

N E W S  Y O U  C A N  U S E  

Y O U  C A N  B U I L D  Y O U T H B U I L D !  

P E O P L E  I N  B L A C K  H I S T O R Y  

Ella FitzgeraldElla FitzgeraldElla FitzgeraldElla Fitzgerald–  her remark-

able artistry and incompara-

ble vocal delivery have 

touched and inspired genera-

tion of Americans. She sold 

over 200 albums, around 

2,000 songs and sold over 

40 million records and re-

ceived 13 Grammy awards in 

her remarkable lifetime.  (It 

looks like she sold 200 al-

bums then 40 million al-

bums?)           

February is Black History 

Month.  The following people 

are noted for contributions 

that they have made to 

American History. 

Mae JamisonMae JamisonMae JamisonMae Jamison– was the first 

African American woman to 

visit space on the Endeavor 

in 1992. Prior to joining the 

NASA in 1987. DR. Jamison 

worked in both engineering 

and medicine.  
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Would you like to be fea-

tured in the newsletter?  

Please contact Latasha 

Rials at (309) 827-7507 

ext. 0# 



1111 W. Market St. 

Bloomington, IL 61701 

 

Phone: 309 827-7507 

Toll Free:1-888-900-6319  

E-mail: lrials@youthbuildmcleancounty.org 

Y O U T H  B U I L D  M C L E A N  
C O U N T Y  

consistent determination and 
a high level of motivation.  
Moreover you can live those 
changes everyday, year after 
year and continue to change 
your small piece of the world 
by persistently doing what is 

right.  

Ryan got married to his wife 
Beth in 1999 and remains 
highly committed to his fam-
ily.  Cory, his 9 year old son, 
came to live with them as 
their foster child in 1999 and 
they adopted him in 2001.  
As a family they keep busy 
with Cub Scouts, basketball, 
and baseball.  Ryan plays on 
the YouthBuild softball team, 
as does his wife, Beth.  They 
bought their first home in 
1999 and their current home 
in 2004.  They live in a small 
suburb outside of Blooming-

ton. 

 SSSSee and UUUUnderstand that CCCCom-

pletion of CCCCourses is EEEEssential 

for SSSSuccess and SSSSecurity  RRRRe-

spect EEEEducation, AAAAchievement, 

LLLLeadership- LLLLive IIIIt FFFFor EEEEver 

The Alumni Department is changing 
its focus to be on celebration of 
graduates who are attending college 
level courses and who are demon-
strating LEADERSHIP 360LEADERSHIP 360LEADERSHIP 360LEADERSHIP 360, meaning 
that they are being leaders in their 
lives, the lives of their families, the 
YouthBuild Program and in the com-
munity, every day, in every way.  We 
will be creating incentives for alumni 
who fall into that category.  Exam-
ples of alumni who are demonstrat-
ing LEADERSHIP 360 LEADERSHIP 360 LEADERSHIP 360 LEADERSHIP 360 are Ryan 
Dowell and David Carver (David will 

be featured in our next issue). 

Ryan is truly a person who exempli-
fies that you can change your life 
(and that of those around you) by 

Ryan started his own construction company in 1999.  He started 
with a small loan for tools from YouthBuild McLean County.  The 
loan was paid back within 3 months.  The reason, Ryan states, that 
he started his own business was concern over feeling that he was 
being taken advantage of by contractors who made the big money 
and left their employees with little.  He started R and R Construc-
tion, which specialized in siding.  He hired three YouthBuild gradu-

ates into his successful and growing business.    

In 2004, Ryan was recruited for a Construction Instructor position 
at YBMC because of his strong work ethic, his strong service ethic, 
his success in the construction field, his experience as a business 
owner and supervisor, and his extraordinary, proven, leadership 
ability.  The idea of working to give young people the same chance 

that he had was appealing to him.   

Ryan is one of the best instructors that YouthBuild has ever had.  
Jeana Pisell, one of his current students states, “ Ryan is awesome, 
you can go to him about anything and if he can help you he will do 
it.  He knows what we are going through, he remembers…it is like 
he turned his life completely around.  He is a role model.  I know he 
was involved in drugs and stuff, but he constantly talks about his 

wife and kid.  He is where I want to be when I am his age.”  

You will be able to read more about LEADERSHIP 360 LEADERSHIP 360 LEADERSHIP 360 LEADERSHIP 360 in upcoming 
issues of the newsletter.  If you are demonstrating SUCCESS FOR 

REAL LIFE please let us know so that you can be recognized!   

W H A T ’ S  G O I N G  O N  W I T H  T H E  A L U M N I  P R O G R A M ?  

R E A L  L I F E -  
 
R E S P E C T ,  E D U C A T I O N ,  
A C H I E V M E N T ,  L E A D E R S H I P - L I V I N G  
I T  F O R  E V E R  

We are on the web! 

Youthbuildmcleancounty.org 


