Building to a Diploma
Published: September 19, 2007

BLOOMINGTON - McLean County has a new high school.

Although YouthBuild McLean County doesn't have a sports team or mascot, it will begin
issuing high school diplomas in June.

Suzanne Fitzgerald, executive director of YouthBuild McLean County, believes its new
ability to issue diplomas will benefit youths who have not succeeded in traditional high
schools.

"Receiving a high school diploma will be a huge benefit for them," she said.

In YouthBuild programs nationwide, low-income youths ages 17 to 24 work toward their
general equivalency diplomas or high school diplomas while learning job skills by building
affordable housing for those who couldn't otherwise afford it.

The McLean County chapter previously offered preparation for taking the state's GED
test, but people with high school diplomas often command better jobs than those with
GEDs, Fitzgerald said.

The diploma certification from the lllinois State Board of Education makes YouthBuild
McLean County one about 20 percent of YouthBuild programs nationwide to issue them.

Tim Sandusky said he wishes the program had been around for him.
Sandusky, 21, of Bloomington dropped out of Bloomington High School four years ago.
"I went out and got jobs but eventually realized | needed to get my education," he said.

Though he got a GED, he said he would have preferred the new YouthBuild diploma pro-
gram.



"#$%% #&'

()%
3 # 1 4
5 1
678- 978- © fem >
&8-9(=/?>7<-7 . /
[ INCOLN
(COLLEGE
Nermeal s & $ 3
% &l 1 $$#
3
! @
! ! " ! 4 3
. I %
@ ")
) B
0@
| A




% & %' '#
+ H]
$ n *
&
$ + |/
$ 0
$ % 1+ *
$ 2 $
/ 1
a , 3 $ !
$
+
*3 4
5 $ %
1
. 6
1
6
6 1
% +
0 %
7
8 1
8
#% # %
"#2 % >
@ . 0 >
*43 4 " |
" D->D6<;
"D->D6?- 8-E F >
" &8-9(86 <>

%

+
2
I (2} @éi
Ve
+ % +/%& G,
$ + |/ %
$ % 1 ° roo#
$ 2 + $
$ $ !,
6 +
6 .
9
! !
$ | . %
$ 0
/
1/
6 4 + or1 g ! "%$ #
6 - $ %
0
0
9, o 8+
4 1+ 2 5$
++ * )
6-78+  1.99+ »
; 4-99 7<-99+
%
% "C 0 4 ;%
c "0
+
D;--
+ =8,>-<-?

$

2



* *>)
* kS D @

* A 3A @ ? **

* * BA )
@ s 3 * G A
*As D # S
@, AA> =+ >, * *
>3 > * *
3 * *# 3 ? 3 > A
*x5p 4 3 3 3A
> AA A * ;

**>? *
> * % 2 2 3 > A
* x>0 > * 4
* 3 >7? > > A
>

B % # HHESH %S )%

6 3
9 $ ) ? E
34C ;-C #/ 6$#,+% $4C% 3 .
+ ) ? E $*
6
() <6 / 2 3 SAA E 3-6% 2
- H#H=>?>
- ) ( 0 6 ;
0 A )?*?(?
@ A )?*( $ $
5 >* *A *=@>A
= A *
B <

<E7:94EE



