
 



 



 

 

Dear Friends, 

I am thrilled to celebrate the remarkable work of our YouthBuild family this year.  This an-

nual report is a snapshot into the lives of our students, staff and volunteers while they are 

here at YouthBuild McLean County.  While young people are here at YouthBuild they re-

ceive intensive support and loving, safe connections to adults while working to meet their 

academic and vocational goals.  These meaningful connections are one of the things our 

graduates treasure the most after they leave.  All of the young people who pass through 

our doors come to YouthBuild for the same reason: they want an opportunity to have a better future.  Whatever 

they have going on isn’t working and YouthBuild can offer a different path to discover wherever it is they want to 

go.  So much of our work is providing concentrated support and training to young people while they are in Youth-

Build so they have the skills and the abilities to continue to make good decisions once they leave here.   

The last year was a harsh reminder that we cannot always control or influence what happens when our students 

leave.  This year we hurt for the loss of cherished young people whom we loved.  All of these people made their 

marks in very meaningful and positive ways in the halls of our school, worksites and our hearts.  We hurt for their 

families.  We hurt for the other young people who, while losing their friends, also questioned their own safety.  

We hurt for our community. At YouthBuild we struggled with the loss and we hurt.   

My favorite quote that always comes to light after tragedy comes from Mr. Rogers.  He shared that his mother 

would say after something bad would happen to “look for the helpers.  You will always find people who are help-

ing.” At YouthBuild we bundled up our hurt feelings and we served.  We were here to be available for young peo-

ple.  We answered calls from families and friends.  We hugged people who needed hugs and we did whatever we 

could do to help an unhelp-able situation.  That’s what we do here. Our students convened and talked about what 

they thought was happening in their neighborhoods, they gave points of view, solutions and commentary on 

what life is like for some people in our community.  They attended community meetings to give a youth perspec-

tive, they denounced resolving conflicts violently on social media and they payed their respects to the people 

they lost whom they knew and loved.   

YouthBuild experienced record enrollment this summer.  All youth from all over the community, looking for a 

different path to get where they want to go. As you will see from this report, we had many great experiences.  

We aren’t over our hurt but this year we adopted a service attitude that extends to all areas of our programs.  

Our goal is to impart the knowledge that better communities start with everyone taking responsibility for making 

the community better.  It doesn’t take influence or money, just desire and concern and the willingness to put in 

the work.  We will keep working our way through the hurt, we will keep giving young people a voice, we will keep 

on supporting our community, and we will continue making a difference in the spirit and to honor those young 

people who are no longer with us. So if you are looking for helpers they often have a YouthBuild shirt on. 

In solidarity,  

Tracey Polson 
Executive Director 
YouthBuild McLean County 



 



 



 



YouthBuild McLean County hosted the Bed 
Blitz for a second year helping the WBRP’s Tool 

Library build and provide beds to over 80 
families. 

During the week of November 13th 
through the 17th Governor Rauner recog-
nized apprenticeship programs through-

out the state of Illinois. YouthBuild 
McLean County was one of the programs 
to receive a proclamation from Governor 

Rauner for Apprenticeship Week. 

YouthBuild McLean County began September 
with 60 young people in Mental Toughness. 

Rodney Davis came to visit YouthBuild McLean 
County. The team leaders spoke to him about 

their experiences at YouthBuild McLean County 
and how they make a difference.   

For the second year, the Salvation Army 
partnered with YouthBuild to use our 

warehouse space to sort and distribute 
toys to families from McLean County.   

Students, volunteers, mentors and staff 
participated in community service pro-

jects.  At the end of the day, all met back 
at YouthBuild had a huge dinner and 

wrapped our activities with a viewing  of 
the “I have a dream” speech and group 

reflection on the legacy of Dr. King. 



 



 

 The Spring Term began Mental Tough-
ness with 61 students.    

 Quintin Toon and Ni’ya Fox attended 
the Conference of Young Leaders in 

Washington DC as YBMC representa-
tives. The convened with other Youth-

Build participants from all over the coun-
try in a week of fellowship, leadership 
development and fun.  The youth also 
had the opportunity to tell their Youth-
Build story to members of congress. 

 

 Surpassing the school goal of 35,000 
service hours, YouthBuild students, 

staff, volunteers and mentors celebrated 
the achievement of over 52,000 service 
hours completed! The YouthBuild great 
room was transformed into an Ice Pal-

ace!  Gil Chinnery provided professional 
DJ services and the event was catered 
by Custom Catering.  Reagan Cagely 
and Jaime Orendorff were chosen as 

the Queen and King of the Ball. 

Youth enrollment broke records in  
YouthBuild summer programs! 

 
In Summer Academy, we served 80 
students.  Twenty-nine of those en-
rolled were guest student from other 
school districts. Summer Jobs en-
rolled 18 youth and Summer Term 
enrollment was 10.  Sixteen gradu-
ates and alumni attended the Sum-
mer BRIDGE Program with Heart-

land Community College. 
 
 
 

YouthBuild students were featured in 
a series of meetings discussing 

youth gun violence in the community. 
YouthBuild staff convened groups of 
young people to discuss the root of 

these problems and worked together 
to find solutions.     

 
YouthBuild committed to developing 

Illinois Lieutenant Governor Evelyn 
Sanguinetti  visited YouthBuild McLean 
County to learn about or youth appren-
ticeship programs, meet our students 

and tour the campus.  
  



 



 

 

 

YouthBuild McLean County hosted our fist 
annual YB Family Reunion BBQ.  Graduates 
from YouthBuild past attended a reunion at 

YouthBuild.  This will become an annual 
event to help alumni reconnect back to YB 
once they have graduated.  The event will 

take place annually, at YB, on the first Satur-
day of August at noon!  Fifty people attend-

ed from various years of enrollment.  

 

YouthBuild celebrated the graduation of 
thirty students on August 13, 2018 at the 

Illinois State University Center for Perform-
ing Arts.   

 

Eastview Christian Church, through their 
giving program SERVE provided wonderful 
volunteer services to YouthBuild.  They re-
modeled the entry at YB, purchased new 
picnic tables, cleaned and organized the 

school and washed windows as part of the 
SERVE project.   

 

 

 

Seventy five youth enrolled in the Fall Term at 
YouthBuild.    

YouthBuild was featured on a panel at the Gov-
ernor’s Summit on October 1, 2018 to highlight 
successful models for engaging and serving hard 
to serve populations of youth in apprenticeship 

programs.  

Answering our call to develop accessible pro-
gramming for young people in the community, a 

group of community volunteers have brought 
the YB Quilter Guild for youth in the community 

to YB.  Youth work with skilled volunteers to 
make crafts, learn the basics of sewing, and 
quilting.  The group meets the first and third 
Wednesday of the month.  The guild is free, 

snacks and other services are available.   

October 20, 2018, YB hosted the third annual 
bed blitz.  Sixty beds were constructed and giv-

en away to help families in our community.   

 

 



 



 



 

 

535 W. Grove, Bloomington is newly renovated and for sale!  

Contact Stacey Jewett, REMAX Rising, 309-275-4636 



 



 



 

 



 



 

Tracey Polson   Executive Director 

Michelle Klatt   Chief Finance Officer 

Kathie McCain   Finance Assistant 

Alicia Lenard   Development Director *YouthBuild Graduate 

Stacy Van   Registrar and Program Assistant 

Marcia Maxson-Schwartz  Receptionist and Program Assistant 

Robin King   Supportive Services Director 

Nichelle Collins   Case manager 

Bertram Givan   Case manager *YouthBuild Graduate 

Ryan Dowell   Vocational Director *YouthBuild Graduate 

Heath Kavanaugh  Facilities Maintenance Coordinator *YouthBuild Graduate 

Dana Crutcher   Construction Job Site Instructor 

Jim Johnson   Construction Job Site Instructor 

Jazzmen Anderson  Information Technology Job Site Instructor *YouthBuild Graduate 

Faye Sanders   Healthcare Job Site Instructor 

Kevin Bradley   Lead Teacher 

Eduardo Pimentel  Certified Teacher 

Alicia Tarver   Certified Teacher 



 

To find more information and to keep up on our work visit us at: 

www.ybmc.org 

360 Wylie Dr. Suite 305, Normal, IL 61761 

P: 309-454-3898 

Board of Directors 

David Stanczak– Board President 

Paula Evans-YouthBuild Alumni 

Jennifer Sheler-YouthBuild Alumni 

Dewhitt Bingham 

Dontae Latson 

Check us out on: 



 

 

 

  


